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individuals, but by the tribe as a whole. It was no longer pos-
sible for the Government to hold aloof, and in 1840 an officer
was sent to annex the islands. He called a gathering of the
Maori chiefs and concluded with them the Treaty of Waitangi
(1840), by which they recognised Queen Victoria as their
sovereign, but were themselves recognised as sole owners of the
soil. Nevertheless, there was constant friction for some years ;
the settlers were greedy for land, the missionaries opposed them,
and the Maoris love quarrelling for its own sake. Fortunately
Sir George Grey—fresh from his success in setting South
Australia on its feet—was appointed Governor in 1845. He
won the hearts of the Maoris by learning their language and
studying their folklore, but he insisted on their living at peace
with their white neighbours, and he settled the trouble over
land-tenure by buying up large areas from the native tribes and
selling it to settlers on terms they could understand. The
missionaries were gradually reconciled to the new state of affairs.
The Scottish Churches organised a party of settlers to the
southern part of the colony, where they found conditions very
similar to those of their native land; while the Church Mis-
sionary Society sent out a similar party to what is now Canter-
bury, Thus by 1852 New Zealand had some 30,000 white
inhabitants, and was in a position to undertake its own govern-
ment. A Constitution was drafted under the supervision of
Grey by which each district had its own elected " Provincial
Council," and also sent representatives to a General Assembly
at Wellington (named after the old Duke, who had just died),
to which a measure of independence was granted as complete as
that of the Australian colonies.
§301. dutch and british in south africa.—In South
Africa there was also a " native problem," and here it was com-
plicated by the presence of another European race. The con-
flicts which arose long retarded the progress of the colony, and
have left a legacy of bitterness to this day. Cape Colony had
been captured from the Dutch allies of Napoleon, and, when

